
Speed debating
Introduce debates to your students. Ask them if they know what

debates are, when it is good to know how to debate and if they have

ever debated before. 

Ask them if they can think of any rules we should follow when

debating. Try to elicit the following ones: Be respectful, be polite,

Don’t interrupt others. If they can think of more- good for them!

Write them on the board.

Explain what speed debating is. If you don’t know it either: A few

students stay at their seats and they don’t move till the end of

debates. Second half of students changes their partners every 2

minutes. In those 2 minutes students are discussing the

question/topic given.  

Let the speed debating begin! 

When you run out of time/questions, ask students if they all

followed to rules from the first part of the lesson. 

Discuss the questions/topics as an open class.

Before the end of the lesson, ask students who was the best partner

to talk to and why!
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Instructions:



Speed debating
Education

Environment

You don’t need a university degree to be succesful.

Students should have extra classes which would prepare them

for adulthood- how to choose a job, paying bills, cost of living…

 PE and Art shouldn’t be mandatory.

Students shouldn’t have a gap year between high school and

University.

Students should have more classes of sex education.
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Global warming isn’t a real thing. 

Pandemic is just a way of starting an economic crisis.

 Young people don’t care about environmental problems.

Sustainable fashion isn’t a way of helping environment.

Students should be taught more about being green.
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Speed debating
Young people

Controversial

Society doesn’t support young talented people enough.

Intelligence of young people is decreasing. 

 Young people should be allowed to vote before 18.

Young people should try living abroad for at least 6 months

before university. 

Main issues of young people in today’s world.
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Prostitution should be legalized.

Employers should drug test employees at least once a month. 

 Democracy is the only right type of government. 

Death penalty should be legal all around the world.

All drugs should be legal.
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